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Neighbourhood Planning Meeting 26th July 2018 – Minutes ATTACHMENT A 
  
MINUTES of the NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Held at Epping Hall, St Johns Road, Epping on Thursday, 26th July 2018 at 19.30 hours. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Cllr N Avey (Chairman and Town Mayor) 
     Cllr M Wright (Vice Chairman) 
     Cllr L Burrows 
     Cllr Mrs B Scruton 
 
RESIDENT STAKEHOLDERS:  Margaret Peppiatt and Tim Valder-Hogg 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ASSISTING: Cllr Mrs C McCredie and Cllr J Whitehouse 
 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:  Simon Baker, Margaret Emmens, Barbara Ford,  

Charlie Geddes, Michael Gilmore, Fiona Martin and  
Peter Murray 

      
 1 Member of the Public 

 
OFFICER(S):    Geraldine Vallis (Planning & Events Officer) 
     Martin Small (Neighbourhood Planning expert) 
 
150 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies were received from: Cllr A Church, Cllr G Scruton, Nicola Davies, 
Linda Dalton and John Duffell (local historian). 

 
151 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES     (ATTACHMENT A) 
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee 
(NPAC) Meeting held on Thursday, 17th May 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a true 
record and adopted by the Council. 

 
152 INITIAL FEEDBACK FROM CONSULTATION    (ATTACHMENT B) 
 

Martin Small confirmed that as the consultation period draws to a close shortly, the 
responses will need be gathered and analysed.  Martin commented on the same sample 
analysis of 50 responses in the attachment when looking at key questions, respondents 
recognised that some development is necessary and that most felt that preserving the 
Green Belt is important.  Martin also commented that the question on area facilities 
seemed to have been given high importance and may need to be looked at again on 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  Among the comments given in the sample, car parking was 
important. 
 Other comments from the committee included: 

• Multi-storey car parks  
• Residents parking is being introduced in Epping  
• Timeframe for St Margaret’s Hospital car park (Birch View) proposed in the 

neighbourhood plan but would residents want to walk to the town 
• Consider leisure centre at Stonards Hill Recreation Ground 
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• Consider St Margaret’s Hospital or Stonards Hill Recreation Ground for leisure 
centre 

• Area around Epping Tennis and Cricket Clubs – has been taken out of Epping 
Neighbourhood Plan but groups want to have it developed 

 
Martin confirmed that the group can add sites such as as the Epping Tennis and Cricket 
Clubs ground but not changed from the sites on the Local Plan. 
Martin confirmed that a consultation statement needs to be done as part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan submission with all of the responses needed by paper and online 
to be analysed.  Martin confirmed that after the deadline, sub groups need to be 
formed to look at the particular questions such as growth and development, etc split 
into 3-4 groups look at comments and bring the recommendations back to the 
committee.  Martin said that each group must understand the task and key document 
to fit into the neighbourhood plan.  For example with the Epping South proposed site, 
it would need to explain the reasoning why respondents don’t agree with this location.  
It was AGREED that the comments from the consultation forms would be typed up to 
be analysed by the sub groups. 

 
153 MEETING WITH EFDC RE. EPPING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (ATTACHMENT C) 

 
Martin stated that Epping Forest District Council have not returned their formulated 
response yet to the Epping Neighbourhood Plan.  However, he commented that the 
District Council seems broadly happy and made particular mention to: 

• Wildlife green areas – no specific justification outside town 
• Policy beyond the development sites 
• New rules regarding number sizes in NPPF 
• Protection of places like the Orchards need more justification 
• Housing Needs Survey needs to be done 
• Core themes 

 
154  NEXT STEPS FOLLOWING CONSULTATION 
 

Martin commented that a meeting was held on 20th July with Epping Forest District 
Council which was a preliminary master planning meeting attended with the Town Clerk 
in place of Cllr N Avey.  Martin explained that the pre discussions were with developers 
looking at the mechanism of the planning performance agreements.  Martin 
commented that as the Local Plan challenge has been resolved unless a final appeal 
process runs its course, Epping Forest District Council are set to submit their plan to the 
Secretary of State.  Martin said that Natural England has a holding comment on the 
plan concerning the impact on air quality from traffic and the recreation impact from 
visitors on Epping Forest.  Martin referred to the Mitigation Strategy where 
conservators would need to nominate projects in Epping Forest such as the greenways 
listed in Epping Neighbourhood Plan.  Martin explained that each new development is 
levied which goes into the mitigatation strategy and funds to implement projects such 
as Essex County Council’s infrastructure plans.  Martin said that Epping Forest District 
Council are in the early stages of the strategic Master Planning with a proper planned 
approach.  Martin said that an initial concept consultant attended the meeting who 
picked up on all of the concerns regarding road connections across Brook Road, the 
school facility, pylons and noise of the M25.  Martin said that the direction of travel 
seemed positive.  Martin stated that those present at the master planning meeting 
acknowledged facilities would be needed on the proposed South Epping location.  He 
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also said that they acknowledged other issues such as wider infrastructure, potential of 
moving the school, traffic control down Brook Road. 
Martin spoke about the new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which is being 
phased in to be adapted and focuses on the trajectory for new homes.  Martin 
specifically spoke about section five of the NPPF which instead of a five year land supply, 
the government are recommending a supply of six to 10 years with 11-15 year time 
horizon land supply.  Martin said that if an area falls below the trajectory, the council 
would identify new sites to get the numbers covered for the 15 year period.  Martin said 
there is a shifting in the background with the new NFFP from specific to deliverable to 
specific to developable.  Martin stated that there is more of a focus on the numbers of 
sites in the new NPPF.  It was mentioned that this would be looked at for the whole of 
the Epping Forest district, not just Epping parish. 
Martin said that anything sustainable needs to be tested in the new NPPF.  Martin 
advised that this needs to be kept in mind when looking at respondents comments to 
the consultation.  Martin commented that the Epping Neighbourhood Plan needs to be 
tested against the District’s Local Plan with the numbers being critical.  The old NPPF 
would be followed when looking at the District Council’s Local Plan as the new NPPF 
won’t come into force until six months after January 2019.  
 

155 CONSULTATION SUB-GROUPS 
 

Martin advised that once the consultation feedback is collated, the committee is divided 
into sub groups to look at specific key elements such as: 

• Green Belt and Open Spaces 
• Facilities 
• Transport and Parking 
• South Epping feeding into Master Planning 

 
The committee AGREED to work in these sub groups and let Beverley and Geraldine know 
which sub group they would like to work in. 
 
156 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

It was RESOLVED that the next evening meeting should be held on Thursday, 20th 
September 2018 at 19.30 hours at Epping Hall.   
 
NB date of next meeting to be circulated to Members not present asap after meeting. 

 
The Chairman, Cllr N Avey, closed the meeting at 20.30 hours. 
 

 
 
 

Signature of Chairman 
 
Date 

 


