
EPPING TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON 31 MARCH 2017 
AT 8.00PM IN EPPING HALL, ST JOHNS ROAD, EPPING 

 
 

PRESENT: Town Councillors: L Burrows (Town Mayor), A Church (Deputy Town Mayor), 
N Avey, Mrs D Baird, H Pegrum, Mrs B Scruton, G Scruton, J Alan Smith, 
D Spillman, Miss H Whitbread, M Wright and J Whitehouse  

      
 

IN ATTENDANCE:           Miss B Rumsey  (Town Clerk, Epping Town Council)              
         Miss R Dennis  (Bookings & Administration Officer, Epping 

Town Council)    
 
27 members of the public were present. 
 

1. OPENING OF MEETING  
 

The Town Clerk welcomed residents to the meeting and handed over to the Town Mayor who 
explained the format for the meeting.   
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE    
 
Apologies for absence were received from Charlie Geddes (Epping Society) and Janet Hedges 
(former town councillor). 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 11th MARCH 2016    
 
NOTED that the minutes of the above meeting were submitted to an Ordinary meeting of the 
Town Council held on 12th April 2016 and appropriate action had been taken where 
necessary.  The meeting approved the minutes and the Mayor signed the minutes as a correct 
record. 
 

4. ANNUAL REPORT    
 
The Annual Report for 2016/17 was received.  The Town Mayor advised the meeting that any 
questions would be taken under agenda item 9 Open Forum. 
 

5. REPORT OF THE TOWN MAYOR, INCLUDING THE LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
FOUNDATION STATUS 

  
Cllr Peter Davey from the Essex Association of Local Councils, explained the purpose of the 
Local Council Award Scheme and Epping Town Council were commended for their 
accreditation at Local Council Award Scheme Foundation Level.  The Town Mayor and the 
Town Clerk received the certificate on behalf of Council. 
 
The Town Mayor gave a brief resume on the Town Council’s main areas of work in the past 
year. 
 

Town Mayor’s speech 

It has been an honour to serve this year as your Mayor of Epping and my wife Carol and I have 
had many wonderful experiences meeting so many interesting people and organisations.  
Carol’s support has been invaluable at the great many functions we have attended.  I would 
also like to thank my Deputy, Tony Church for all the assistance he has given me. 

Frampton Road Playground 



We are very pleased to have been able to refurbish the Frampton Road playground using 

£23,000 from Epping Town Council’s funds and a £15,000 grant from Essex County Council.  

We hope now Spring is here, families will enjoy these improved facilities, which include our 

first adult exercise equipment. 

Epping in Bloom 

The Town Council are delighted to have been able to support Epping in Bloom in their 

transformation of the overgrown land at the Market Store building into the new Market 

Garden Terrace community garden.  This facility is there for everyone to enjoy, so please do go 

along and spend some time there.  We hope to see some community events in the garden 

throughout the year, to maximise its usage. 

Town Awards 

The Town Council recognises many individuals and businesses throughout the year with Town 

Awards and tonight we will be awarding the winners of the Civic Award for a sensitively 

restored or well maintained building and the best kept allotments at our two sites in Lower 

Bury Lane and Meadow Road.   

Community Policing 

Epping Town Council is committed to working with local police and community safety teams 

to help keep Epping safe.  The Town Council have formed a Community Policing working 

party to progress this working relationship.  More information on this is available from the 

office. 

War Memorial 

The Town Clerk is currently working with the War Memorials Trust and conservators on ways 

to enhance the letting on our precious War Memorial and we will advise on any progress. 

Epping at the Movies 

I would like to thank local film expert Susie Evans-Frank for bringing Epping at the Movies to 

Epping Hall on 5th March.  Susie and her assistants worked tirelessly on this project to bring 

films to Epping again. 

Town Show and Talk About Epping 

We hope for better weather this year for our Town Show at Stonards Hill Recreation Ground, 

so please put Sunday 2nd July in your diaries.  Our Town Magazine Talk About Epping is 

produced in house here at Epping Hall.  You are invited to send in material for the Clerk to 

consider.   

Epping Town Council staff 

This year has seen a change in the staffing team at Epping Hall as we welcome our Bookings & 

Administration Officer, Rebecca Dennis and our Planning & Events Officer, Geraldine Vallis to 

the team.  Many of you will know Gill Ratcliff who has now retired and I must thank her for 

her many years of exemplary service to the Town Council and the residents of Epping. 



Grants 

Epping Town Council have awarded a number of grants this year; including Epping Citizens 

Advice Bureau, Epping Foresters Cricket Club, the Market Traders’ website, 

St Clare’s Hospice and the Epping Community First Responder Unit. Council make donations to 

other important local community events, such as the Pipe Band for Remembrance Sunday. 

Neighbourhood Planning 

Epping Town Council analysed Epping Forest District Council’s draft Local Plan in great detail 

and returned very detailed comments to the Planning Policy team at EFDC.  Work on the 

Neighbourhood Plan for Epping is well underway.  This is led by the Town Council and is 

specific to Epping.  I will leave our Planning & Neighbourhood Planning Chairman Nigel Avey 

to update you further.  I must thank our resident and community partners who are helping us 

put this vital piece of work together. 

Sad losses 

My speech wouldn’t be complete without saying how incredibly sorry we all felt at some very 

sad losses this year.  I would like to pay tribute to Andrew O’Brien, a former District Councillor, 

who with his wife June, have done so much for our senior citizens. Also to Father James 

Hawes of Epping Catholic Church.  And very recently, the sad loss of former Epping Town 

Councillor who was Town Mayor in 1983, Ralph Dulwich.  Our thoughts are with their families 

and many friends. 

Conclusion 

We are a very busy Council who are involved in many different areas of Epping life. There will 
be no increase to resident’s Council tax this year as we have frozen the precept for 2017-18.  It 
is a privilege to be Chairman of Epping Town Council and to be able to help make a difference 
to our great town.  

6. GUEST SPEAKERS 
 
The Town Mayor introduced the three guest speakers. 
 
(i) Epping Citizens Advice Bureau: Rachel Poulter - Talked about what CAB do to help 

local people, as the Epping CAB branch is now open Rachel thanked Theydon Trusts 
Ltd for the Ernest Wythes House building and spoke about HRH Princess Anne’s visit.  

 
(ii) Essex Police: Sgt Lisa Cooke  – Talked about the ways they are trying to reduce 

antisocial behaviour in Epping and surrounding areas.  
 

 
The Town Mayor invited residents to ask Sgt Lisa Cooke questions: 
 
1. Peter Burns: As the police station has now closed, does it make it harder for the Officers? 

 
Sgt Lisa Cooke: There were not many police officers at the police station before it was 
closed. We are based in Loughton but are mainly out in public and our response times 
haven’t changed.  
 
 
 

 



2. Cllr Barbara Scruton: Do you have problems with antisocial behaviour with children? 
 
Sgt Lisa Cooke: Some children with antisocial behaviour have things like mental health 
issues or behavioural problems but we try to engage the children rather than enforce 
when we can. A lot of officers wear body video cameras now and then invite the parents 
to view their child’s behaviour.  

 
3. Cllr Jon Whitehouse: Can you tell us more about Community Resolution Orders? 

 
Sgt Lisa Cooke: Community Resolution look at lower levels of enforcement, incidents are 
recorded on police systems but as it is not a conviction it should not affect areas of their 
lives such as employment or travel.   

 
4. Cllr Holly Whitbread: I would like to say that there is a noticeable increase in police 

presence. Do you work closely with local schools? 
 
Sgt Lisa Cooke: Not as often as we would like, it is limited but I think this should be 
increased. We try to link with schools as much as possible, for example we are getting 
more bicycles for officers and trying to do the training courses for these at schools, but 
due to resources, not as much as we would like.  

 
5. Cllr Michael Wright: Do the use of bicycles give a rapid response? 

 
Sgt. Lisa Cooke: It doesn’t, the main aim of the bicycles is visibility. 
 

* Item 10 was moved forward to this part of the meeting, as Martin Newnham needed to 
leave with Sgt Lisa Cooke, as they were working in partnership. 

 
(iii) Head Keeper and the City of London Corporation: Martin Newnham – Talked about 

what they do to help protect Epping Forest against environmental crimes and 
antisocial behaviour in the Forest.   

 
The Town Mayor invited residents to ask Martin Newnham questions: 
 
1. Ruth Benjamin: Can you explain why there are new houses on forest land, they’re on the 

road to the Wake Arms roundabout.  
 
Martin Newnham: Forest land is protected under an act, if the land falls in this act, it can’t 
be built.  

 
      Ruth Benjamin: But there are two big houses there 
 

Martin Newnham: You are best to speak to the Planning department at the EFDC, we are 
opposed to building on these areas and aren’t keen to do so but we do sometimes have to 
bow to pressures.  

 
2. David Lodge: All the forest roads except lower forest have 40mph speed limits, I have 

contacted North Weald Parish Council and Essex County Council. There are many accidents 
between Epping and North Weald and Epping to Thornwood.  
 
Martin Newnham: I would like to work with people who are working on speed limits 
through the forest, though it is an Essex County Council, Highways issue. I support and 
happy to work with you on this and I request help from the Cllrs and Mayor.  
 
David Lodge: Deer signs have also gone from this part of the forest.  
 
Martin Newnham: You can request more signage from Essex County Council. 

 



3. Harry Pennington: Verges on bits of forest land; are they protected and part of Epping 
Forest? 
 
Martin Newnham: They do form part of Epping Forest, they are valuable pieces of real 
estate but we are keen not to have any development. We try to maintain the verges but 
there is more wildlife by keeping the verges wild rather than clear and straight.  

 
 

7. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF PLANNING COMMITTEE & NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
 
The Chairman of the Planning & General Purposes Committee, Cllr N Avey provided a brief 
report on the work of the Planning Committee over the previous year and talked about 
Neighbourhood Planning. 

Planning 
 
Overview of 2016 

18 meetings 

236 applications 

Epping Town Council’s Planning Committee look at all planning and Tree Protection Order 
(TPO) tree applications relating to Epping and comment on them all. Those comments are 
returned to Epping Forest District Council and form part of the case for that application.  EFDC 
are the local planning authority. They listen to Committee’s views, but they are ultimately 
responsible for making the decisions.  Planning applications are judged against the Local Plan, 
the National Planning Policy framework and Epping Town Council planning committee follow 
those planning policy ‘laws’ when making their comments.  

Agreed with District on 145 occasions 

Disagreed with them on 27 occasions 

This year has seen the emerging draft Local Plan from Epping Forest District Council, which, 
when adopted, will replace the current Local Plan document planning applications are judged 
against.  Epping Town Council responded in great detail with issues of concern for Epping and 
will now work in more detail on the Neighbourhood Plan for Epping, which is led by the Town 
Council and specific to Epping, not the whole district. 

Problems/issues: Loss of bungalows, inadequate parking, traffic and congestion, some sites 
proposed by the Draft Local Plan we felt were not suitable for development, lack of 
infrastructure to deliver additional development when the town is already over capacity in 
many areas. 

If residents have an objection to a planning application, it can be made in writing to the Town 
Council by letter or email, which will be forwarded to the planning committee or residents can 
speak at the meeting on that application. 

The public are welcome at all planning meetings which are held every other Tuesday and are 
advertised on our website and in the noticeboard at Epping Hall.  

Neighbourhood Planning 
 

I’m sure everyone would have heard about Epping Forest District Council’s draft Local Plan 



which went out for consultation in October until December 2016.  Epping Town Council wrote 
an in depth response to the draft Local Plan which was returned to the Planning Policy team 
at Epping Forest District Council. I’m sure many of you did the same. 

We are often asked what is the difference between Epping Forest District Council’s draft Local 
Plan and Epping’s Neighbourhood Plan.  The draft Local Plan, which has to be created by 
Epping Forest District Council, as they are the Local Planning Authority, will become the 
planning document, full of planning policies, that planning applications for the next 17 years 
are judged against.  It covers all areas in the District, including Epping, Theydon Bois and 
Loughton. 

Epping’s Neighbourhood Plan, which Epping Town Council are leading, is specific to Epping.  It 
will sit alongside the draft Local Plan and if voted for by the people of Epping, will shape how 
Epping develops over the next 17 years.  We have called it Epping Together Your Town: Your 
Say, because it is about our town and it is community based, so everyone can have their say.  
It must include lots of evidence from our residents.  We sent out a household questionnaire 
and held drop in sessions last year.  There will be more opportunities for our community to 
give us their views throughout the coming year. 

The Neighbourhood Planning Advisory Committee is made up of Councillors, residents with 
lots of local knowledge and anyone is welcome to come along and listen or help. 

The group have been working in project areas and from our early community engagement, six 
project groups were identified to cover the keys areas: 

1) Housing 
2) Design and the Built Environment 
3) Transport & Parking 
4) Town Centre Function 
5) Arts, Culture & Recreation 
6) Natural Environment 

 

Policies that are emerging: 

Protection of forest and the green belt 

Protecting and enhancing open space 

Issues being looked at 

Site selection 

Delivery and infrastructure 

We are working with a Neighbourhood Planning expert who is actually writing the plan.  We 
will be asking for input over the coming year. Please do join in as that evidence is vital and will 
enable us to get a Plan that as many people as possible are happy with.  Look out for sessions 
and opportunities to give your views. 

A Neighbourhood Plan is a land use plan.  There are many things we can’t put into a 
Neighbourhood Plan, but many that we can.  We will make good use of all the information 
you give us. 

Timescale 

It is a lengthy process and a very big project.  We are making good progress and the first parts 



of the plan are now taking shape.  

Thanks 

• A big thank you to our resident stakeholders and community partners who have joined the 
Town Council on the Neighbourhood Planning Advisory Committee.  They have spent a lot of 
time and effort sharing their knowledge of Epping to help shape the Plan.  Members and our 
resident stakeholders have lots of local knowledge, which is vital to this process. 

These issues affect the whole community, which is why we would like the whole community to 
be involved. 

Be part of it 

• Keep track of progress 

• Share your views and encourage others to 

• Spread the word 

• Look out for future updates and details on how to get involved 

Together, we can make a difference 

 
8. TOWN AWARDS 

 
Civic Award 
 
The Town Mayor, Cllr L Burrows, presented the Civic Award to Theydon Trusts Ltd, Ernest 
Wythes House (the new CAB offices in Hemnall Street, in recognition of a well-designed 
building, in character with the street scene.  John Batchelor of Theydon Trusts Ltd and Mr 
Malcolm Eckton who worked on the building received the certificate. 
 
Allotment Awards 
 
The Town Mayor presented an Allotment Award to Mrs Payne from the Meadow Road site.  
She was awarded a certificate and cheque for £20 for work on his allotment.  The Town Clerk 
recognised the second winner, Mr Hockley (absent) from the Lower Bury Road site who would 
be awarded a certificate and cheque for £20 for work on his allotment.  
 

9. OPEN FORUM 
 
The Town Mayor invited residents to raise questions or comments relating to matters of 
interest specific to Epping.   
 
1. Mike Compton: Is there an update on the latest position regarding the redevelopment of 

the 7 acres in town? 
 
The Mayor, Cllr Les Burrows: There are currently negotiations but nothing has been 
signed. 
 
Mike Compton: I have heard that Epping Town Council had sold land to the EFDC. 
 
The Mayor, Cllr Les Burrows: Still negotiating the building that we will get, hopefully 
something will happen soon.  
 
Christine Hassall-Kingham: Will you be encompassed in the new building? 
 



The Mayor, Cllr Les Burrows: We will if we sign.  
 
2. Tony Carr: I am an allotment holder at Lower Bury lane, there are a lot of children from St 

Johns School walking through the allotments, I heard the school had stopped children 
from using the footpath, is this true? 
 
The Mayor, Cllr Les Burrows: I’m not sure if this is true or not.  
 
Christine Hassall-Kingham: As far as I’m aware it is true; the Headmaster makes sure they 
don’t go through the new development and instead go down Bury Road.  
 
The Town Clerk, Beverley Rumsey: This is the first we have heard of this.  
The Mayor, Cllr Les Burrows – We will approach the Headmaster about this.  

 
3. Tony Carr: Nigel Avey said there were 27 disagrees with the EFDC regarding planning, is it 

normally the same one that agrees and same one that disagrees?  
 

Nigel Avey: I sit on both and non-Epping Cllrs on the Plan East can take a different view. I 
am satisfied that we see eye-to-eye on most applications.  

 
4. Ronal Allen: Do you know what’s happening to the old Police Station? 

 
The Mayor, Cllr Les Burrows: As far as I am aware, I believe they plan to sell it.  
 
The Town Clerk, Beverley Rumsey: Yes, the police do plan to sell it.  
 

As there were no more questions, The Town Mayor thanked Jeanette, Bryan and Hettie and 
invited everyone to stay for refreshments.  
 

10. OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO THE HEAD GROUNDSKEEPER AND CONSTABLE OF THE 
CORPORATION OF LONDON ABOUT EPPING FOREST 

 
  * Please note this item is minuted under agenda item 6, as the agenda was reordered on 

the evening to accommodate the guest speaker. 
 
 
 

The Town Mayor, L Burrows, closed the meeting at 21.15. 


