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Epping Town Council have a number of concerns over the draft Local Plan and 
are working through those issues, in detail, in order to return an appropriate 
response to Epping Forest District Council.  The Town Council appreciates that 
some growth must take place, but it is vital that the growth is proportionate, 
the site selection is correct, the infrastructure will be delivered to support that 
growth and no development exacerbates our existing issues such as parking 
and congestion.   
Epping Town Council are concerned about the number of dwellings that have 
been proposed for Epping (1690 for our Parish; 1640 for Epping and 50 for 
Coopersale) and will be working on proposals to reduce those, as well as 
looking at the distribution across the District.  We recognise people live here as 
they like the way it is now; a historic market town; and fear this level of 
development will change the character of our town. 
Infrastructure is a key issue and it is very difficult for everyone to accept 
development without having the plans in place to ensure infrastructure will 
delivered at the point of need and will request that the infrastructure delivery 
plan is more comprehensive, explaining how development will be supported. 
Whilst consideration could be given to sites such as Epping Sports Centre, for 
example, we need to confirm replacement provisions would be provided locally 
in Epping; not in neighbouring areas.  Development must be sustainable; it 
must be change for the better and constitute positive growth.  Epping Town 
Council will analyse this proposed growth for its sustainability. 
We know transport is a real problem and we would welcome support from TFL 
and transport providers to help alleviate some of our existing problems, in 
addition to supporting additional growth. 
Through our work on Neighbourhood Planning, Epping Town Council have 
gathered lots of evidence about what our residents want to see in Epping.  
Some of this can be addressed through the Planning system and some can’t.  
Responses given to the draft Local Plan from residents, that are also shared 
with us, will augment that evidence.  We will move towards addressing some 
of those issues in the Neighbourhood Plan, as that is the Plan that is specific to 
Epping. 
Epping Forest District Council must formulate a Local Plan to prevent the 
government intervening and taking the reins.  It is therefore crucial that we 
feedback into the plan in as constructive way as possible, accepting some 
growth but making sure it is more acceptable to our town.  The Local Plan, 
when adopted, will guide growth over the next 17 years.  It is important that 
all key parties work together to manage that growth, so Epping’s unique 
character is protected. 
There are sites in the draft Local Plan that Epping Town Council would not 
support for development.  Sites, that with alterations and improved 
infrastructure carry possibilities and sites that would be more acceptable. 
Residents have told us how important the Green Belt, green open spaces, 
health provision and sports and community facilities are to them and we will 



work towards proposing solutions that retain, and where possible, improve 
these important things. 
Epping town councillors are there to listen if you want to share your concerns 
and an appointment can be made to speak to the Mayor on Monday 28th 
November 9.30am-12.30pm, or an alternative session on request.  All our 
comments will be available on our website as our analysis of the draft Local 
Plan unfolds and we will return formal comments to Epping Forest District 
Council before the deadline of 12th December, which will also be on Epping 
Town Council’s website. 


